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2 Hast 14th Sb., 
Nov yOtiy, Tan wl2, © L930 


The Secretary, 
The Numismatic Society, B'way & 156th St. 


Dear Sir: 


Back in your files of about two years ago you will 
possibly find some correspondence with Gordon MacCreagh. 
The same MacCreagh has recently returned from a second 
trin to Abyssinia and takes pleasure in sending to you by 
parcel vost some salt and some ammunition. 

I tried quite hard to get a complete salt for your 
collection. Alas, it seems that unbroken salts are almost 
obsolete. They are made, still, in the Northern Semien district; 
but, on account of the sheer bulk little such money comes down 
to the Capital city, Addis Abeba, or to the Western and Southern 


portions ofAbyssinia. fhe best I could do was to get two 
half saats. The wilue of these in Addis Abeba is as high as 
a haif thaler each, i.e. about 25 cents American, In Semien 


where they are made they are wobth four pesasg, or 1/8th thaler. 


Salt money is fast going out of circulation, since coinage 
is becoming universal, ~ 

An interesting aspect of the spread of coinage is that 
the more remote natives have not learnt to regard all coinage 
as legal tender. The simple savages Bave been so swindéd 
by Greek and Armenian traders who have foisted off upon them 
all kinds of European nickel and aluminum war-time money, that 
they refuse to accept any coins that they don't feel sure of. 

Tn some parts they will accept only the copper pesa; in others, © 
only the silver tamun @worth theoretically two pesas; but 

given in exchange against three pesas in the Addis market). 

In other parts again only the thaler will go; and, at that,only 
with the accurate lion of Judah on the reverse, In some parts 
the Menelik thaler is not good. 

It would be fascinating to be able to trace out what 
little incident would account for the original standardization 
of these prejudices. 

T include in the varcel 2 couple of g¢hkr¢ttiddédd cartridges. 
These are standard corrency throughout all the South and South- 
West of Abyssinia. Whether the natives have guns or no; 
whether the cartridges fit or no; they are pood money at the 
slightly varying rate of five to the thaler. Their weight 
nake shen as much of a nthisance as salt; since there is little 
profit in distant transport. A thaler one must pay for five 
of them in Addis Abeba (sometimes six}; yet in the interior 
the naked savage who has a friend who has a friend who has ath 
some time been to the great wicked city argues strenuously 
that five to the thaler is current value; that the thaler _ 
itself deesn't vary in value with distance; why, then, should 
the cartridge, whtch is but another form of money. 
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Some few silver coins, too. You know the values 


of these: so there is nothing to add. 
Also, what may be better -- a silver coin of the Moghul 

Dynasty of Indiaf/ -- a Jehangir or AAkhbar or something. 

The crook from whom I got it told me whoseit was; but I 


failed to make a note of it -- This is one of the reasons why 
exverts curse non-scientific collectors. | 
| Finally, a mess of assorted junk. Perhaps you 


exchanfe them like stamps, I don't know, 


Very truly yours, 


P.S. I'm sorry to say that, upon looking over the two half 
salts, I find that one of them has suffered from the attrition 
of travel. Even so, as cash, its value remains unimpaired. 
In the interior places one often gets a worn pebble of salt 
as change out of a thaler, and it's just good as a worn dime. 

iL eouldn't afford to get sa gold coin fee tyou, They 
are to be had. They have all béen called in, and tke King 
and Emnoress present them as marks of favour to visitors. 
They can be bought -- dt a préce, The twenty thaler costs 
about twenty dollars. I was too flat busted to go that high, 
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January 17, 1990 


Mx. Gordon MaeCreagh 
21 Eest 14th Streot ‘ 
New York City 


Dear Mr, MacCroagh: i / 


-Your.very interesting Letter ond the coins and blocks © 

salt, as well as the cartridges, renched us yesterniay. It was 

of the most interesting gifts we have over received. Some of 
the minor pieces we had heerd of but as you will realize tha are 
very difficult to obtain. your letter I gather that these 
pieces were all obtained in the couse of financial transactions 
in Abyssinia. If this is not right, will you please correct m, 
because as such they afford e very interesting cross section of 
the varieties of pieces which circulate there. 


If your convenience permits you to visit our recently pee ¥ 
arzed Museum, we should be greatly interesied in talxing with ) 
about your* experience, and be grateful for the opportunity 
of thanking you’ in person for your generous thought for us. 


Very sincerely your's, 


Secre tary. 


* CAA» \e S\rnen Vrues/\ iy kd 


